A woman having an alabaftcr box of ointment of 
orake and poured it on His head. . Mar. xiv, 3^ 

He caff into the pile bundles of myrrh, and fheaves of fpike- 
nard, enriching it with every fpicy fhrub. Spectator. 

Spill. n.f. [fpij'-en, Dutch.] 

1. A fmall Oliver of wood, or thin bar of iron. 

The oyfters, belides gathering by hand, have a peculiar 
dredge, which is a thick ttrong net, fallened to three /pills of 
iron, and drawn at the boat’s Hern. Carew. 

Have near the bunghole a little venthole, flopped with a 
/pill- "Mortimer. 

2. A fmall quantity of money. I know not whence dcriveJ. 

The bifhops, who confecratcd this ground, were wont to 
have a fpill or fportule from the credulous laity. Ayiiffe. 

To SPILL. v. a. [ j-pillan, Saxon; fpi lien, Dutch ; fpitla , 
Klandick.] 

1. To Ihed; to lofe by fhedding. 

Be fatisfied, dear God, with our true blood. 

Which, as thou know’rt, unjuftly muft be fpilt. Sbakefp. 
Friend or brother. 

He forfeits his own blood that /pills another. Shak. Timon. 

Themfeivcs exaCt their cruelty. 

And I conftrained am this blood to fpill. Daniel's Civil li ar. 

They having_/£;. 7 V much blood, and done much wafle, 
Subduing nations; and atchiev’d thereby 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey. 

Shall change their courlc to pleafure, cafe, and floth. Milton. 

Sichteus’ blood, by his falie brother fpilt, 

I have reveng’d. Denham. 

Medea muft not draw her murth'ring knife, 

And Jpill her childrens blood upon the ltage. Rofcommon. 
Orbellan did difgrace 

With treach’rous deeds our mighty mother’s race; 

And to revenge his blood, fo juftly fpilt, 

What is it lefs than to partake his guilt ? Dryden. 

Nor the Centaurs tale 
Be here repeated ; how, with luft and wine 
Inflam’d, they fought and fpilt their’ drunken fouls 
At fcafting hour. Philips. 

2. To deftroy ; to mifehief. 

Thus is our thought with pain of thiftlc tilled, 

Thus be our nobleft parts dried up with forrow ; 

'Illus is our mind with too much minding fpilled. Sidney. 

Why are ye fo fierce and cruel ? 

Is it becaufe your eyes have power to kill ? 

Then know that mercy is the Mighty’s jewel, 

And greater glory think to favc than fpilt. Spenfer. 

'Thou all-fhakingthunder. 

Crack nature’s mould, all germins fpill at once 

That make ingrateful man. Sbakcf. King Lear. 

Be not angry with thefe fires; 

For then their threats will kill me: 

Nor look too kind on my defires; 

For then my hopes will fpill me. 

All bodies are with other bodies fill’d ; 

But fire receives both heav’n and earth together: 

Nor are their forms by rafh encounters Jpili'd ; 

For there they (land, and neither toucheth cither. Davies. 

3. To throw away. 

This fight fhall damp the raging ruffian’s breaft, 

The poifon Jpill, and half-drawn fword arreft. Tickcll. 
To Spill, v. n. 

1. Towafte; tobelavilh. 

Thy father bids thee fpare, and chides for fpilling. Sidney. 

2. To be fhed ; to be loft by being fhed. 

He was fo topfull of himfelf, that he let it fpill on all the 
company : he fpoke well indeed, but he fpoke too long. Watts. 
Spi'ller. n.f. [I know not whence derived.] A kind of filh- 
ing line. 

In harbour they are taken by fpillers made of a cord, to 
which divers fhorter are tied at a little diftance, and to each 
of thefe a hook is fattened with a bait: this fpiller they fink in 
the fea where thofe fifties have their accuftomcd haunt. Carew. 
Spii.th. n.f. [from fpill. ] Any thing poured out or wafted. 

Our vaults have wept with drunken fpilth of wine. Sbakefp. 
To SPIN. v. a. piQlcr.Jpun or fpan ; part . fpun. [j-pinnan, Sax. 

jpinnen , Dutch.] 

1. To draw out into threads. 

The women fpun goats hair. Ex. xxxv. 26. 

?.. To form threads by drawing out and twitting any filamentous 
matter. 

You would be another Penelope; yet they fay all the yarn 
flic fpun , in UlyflCs’s abfcnce, did but fill Ithaca full of moths. 

Sbakefpeare's Ceriolanus. 
The fates but only fpin the coarferclue; 

The fineft of the wool is left for you. Dryden. 

3. To protraCt ; to draw out. 

By one delay after another they fpin out their whole lives, 
’till there’s no more future left before ’em. L’Ejlrange. 

If his cure lies among the lawyers let nothing be faid 
againft intangling property, J'pinning out caufes, and fquee/.irig 
clients. ’ Collier , 


Ben. fobnfon. 


Why Ihould Rome fall a moment ere her time ? 

No, let us draw her term of freedom out 
In its full length, and fpin it to the laft. Addifon's Cat 
4. To form by degrees; to draw out tedioufly. 

I pafied lightly oyer many particulars, on which learned and 
witty men might fpin out large volumes. jy ■ 

Men of large thoughts and quick apprehenfions arc nof to 
expeft any thing here, but what, being fpun out of my ow „ 
coarfe thoughts, is fitted to men of my own fizc. j M j tt 
The lines are weak, another’s pleas’d to fay; 

Lord Fanny fpins a thoufand fuch a day. d , 

To Spin. o. ». P ' 

1. To excrcife the art of fpinning. 

We can fling our legs and arms upwards and downward- 
backwards, forwards, and round, as they that fpin. Alort 

Ten thoufand ftalks their various blofioms fpread; 
Peaceful and lowly in their native foil. 

They neither know to fpin , nor care to toil. p r ; sr 

For this Alcidcs learn’d to fpin ; 

His club laid down, and lion’s fkin. p J Jjr 

2. [Spingarc, Italian.] To firearn out in a thread or fmall 
current. 

Together furioully they ran. 

That to the ground came horfc and man ; 

The blood out of their helmets fpan, 

So (harp were their encounters. Drayton's NymplJJ, 

3. To move round as a fpindle. 

Whether the fun, predominant in heav’n, 

Rife on the earth, or earth rife on the fun. 

He from the Fall his flaming road begin, 

Or (he from Weft her filent courfe advance 
With inoffenfive pace, that fpinning deeps 
On her foft axle, while (he paces ev’11 
And bears thee foft with the fmooth air along, 

Solicit not thy thoughts. Alilton s Paradtfe Lof, l. viii. 

As when a fhipwright (lands his workmen o'er, 

Who ply the wimble fome huge beam to bore; 

Urg’d on all hands it nimbly / pins about, 

The grain deep piercing ’till it Icoops it out. Pcpt. 

Spi'nace. } UP inach!a > Latin ‘] A rl^t. 

It hath an apetalous flower, confiding of many (lamina in¬ 
cluded in the flower-cup, which are produced in fpikes upon 
the male plants which are barren; but the embryoes are pro¬ 
duced from the wings of the leaves on the female plants, 
which afterward become roundifli or angular feeds, which, in 
fome forts, have thorns adhering to them. Miiier. 

Spinage is an excellent herb crude, or boiled. Mortimer. 
Spi'nal. adj. [fpina, Latin.] Belonging to the b:ck bone. 
All fpina/, or fuch as have no ribs, but only a back bone, 
are fomewhat analogous thereto. Brown's Vulgar Erroun. 

Thofe folids arc entirely nervous, and proceed from the 
brain, and Jpinal marrow, which by their bulk appear diffid¬ 
ent to furnifli all the (lamina or threads of the folid parts. Jrb. 
Defcending carelefs from his couch, the fall 
Lux’d his joint neck and fpinal marrow bruis’d. Phibpt. 
Spi'ndle. n.f. [j-pinbl, yptnbel, Saxon.] 

1. The pin by which the thread is formed, and on which it is 
conglomerated. 

Bodies fibrous by moifture incorporate with other thread, 
efpecially if there be a little wreathing ; as appeareth by the 
twilling of thread, and twirling about of fpindles. Boat- 
Sing to thofe that hold the vital fheers. 

And turn the adamantine fpindle round 
On which the fate of gods and men is wound. . Afiiho. 
Upon a true repentance, God is not fo fatally tied tot e 
fpindle of abfolute reprobation as not to keep his promife, * 
feal merciful pardons. Dr. Jajper Moiif 

So Pallas from the dully field withdrew. 

And when imperial Jove appear’d in view. 

Refum'd her female arts, the fpindle and the clew; 

Forgot the feepter (he fo well had fway’d, 

And with that mildnefs, (he had rul’d, obey’d. Stjr.rj. 

Do you take me for a Roman matron, ... 

Bred tamely to the Jpinde and the loom ? "■ P ' 

2 . A long (lender ftalk. . .... 

The fpindles muft be tied up, and, as they grow in * c '= ’ 
rods fet by them, left by their bending they Ihould brea t' ■ 

3. Any thing flendcr. In contempt. 

Repofe yourfelf, if thofe fpindle ieg ; of yours will car 
to the next chair. Dryden s Spantjb Jntf; 

The marriage of one of our heirefles with an emmen ^ 
tier gave us fpindle (hanks and cramps. ^ . j 3 

To Spi'ndle. v.n. [from the noun.] 1 o (hoot into a 3 
fmall ftalk. , rn 

Another ill accident in drought is the fpindung o 
which with us is rare, but in hotter countries common > 
much as the word calamity was firft derived Irom c 
when the corn could not get out of the ftalk. 0 { 

When the flowers begin to fpindle, all but one 0 . 

the biggeft, at each root, (hould be nipped oft. 

Spi'ndleshan ^ 0 


S P I 

r cswa’sked adj. [fpindlezndJhanh] Havingfmalllegs. 

SpnJ j£r lawyer is a little riddled,gentleman. JdeSf 

Srt'NDLETREE. n.f Pf'^wood. A plant. 

" p ._ n r \fp'na, Latin.] 7hebackbone. 

The rapicV entered his right fide, reaching within a finger s 
toilh olW- tn/eman / Surgery. 

There are who think the marrow of a man. 

Which in the fpine, while he was living, ran; 

When dead, the pith corrupted, will become 

A. hake, and hifs within the hollow tomb. Dryden. 

Cp-\ E ,.. n.f A fort of mineral. Spinel-ruby is off bright 
r.ifv red ; it is fofter than the rock or balofs ruby. Woodward. 

Sp Xt. n.f [ efpir.eite, French.] A fmall harpfichord, an 

inllrument with keys. 

When mifs delights in her fpinnet, 

A fiddler mav his fortune get. Swift. 

Spiniferous .adj. [fpina indfero, Latin.] Bearing thorns. 

iPl'NNER » f [from Jpin.] 

One (killed in fpinning. 

A praiftilcd / pinner (hall fpin a pound of wool worth two 
(hillings for lixpence. Graunt. 

2. A garden fpider with long jointed legs. 

°Weaving fpiders come not here: 

Hence you long leg’d fpimers, hence. Sbakefp,-are. 

Spinning Wheel, n.f [from fpin.] The wheel by which, fmee 
the difufe of the rock, the thread is drawn. 

My fpinning Wheel and rake. 

Let Sufan keep for her dear filler’s fake. Gay. 

Spinnv. adj. I fuppofe fmall, fl nder. A barbarous word. 

They plow it early in the year, and then there will come 
fome Jpinny grafs that will keep it from Raiding in fummer. 

Mortimer s Hujbandry. 

Spi'nositv. n.f. [ fpi nof us, Latin.] Crabbednefs; thorny or 
briary perplexity. 

Philofophy confided of nought hut dry fpincfiies, lean no¬ 
tions, andendlefs altercations about things of nothing. Glanv. 

Spi'nous. adj. [Jpinofs, Latin.] Thorny; full of thorns. 

Spi'kster. n.f [from /pin.] 

1. A woman that Ipins. 

The fpin/lc'-s and the knitters in the fun, 

And the free maids that weave their thread with bones, 

Do ufe to chant it. Sbaie/pearc’s Twelfth Night. 

1. [In law.] The general term for a girl or maiden woman. 

One Michael Caflio, 

That never fet a fquadron in the field, 

Nor the divifion of a battle knows 

More than a fpinjter. Sbakefpeare's Othello. 

I defire that a yearly annuity of twenty pounds (ball be 
paid to Rebecca Dingley o: the city of Dublin, fpinjlcr, du¬ 
ring her life. Swift. 

Spi'nstry. n.f. [from fpinfler."] The work of fpinning. 

Spiny, adj. [fpina, Latin.] Thorny; briary; perplexed; 
difficult; troublefomc. 

T he firft attempts are always imperfect; much more in fo 
difficult and fpiny an affair as fo nice a fuhjeCt. Lfigby. 

Spi'racle [ fpiraculuni, Latin.] A breathing hole ; a vent; 
a fmall aperture * 

Mod of thefe fpi, acles perpetually fend forth fire, more or 
lefs. Woodward. 

Spi'ral. adj. [fpirnle. Fr. from fpira, Latin.] Curve; wind¬ 
ing; circularly involved. 

The procefs of the fibres in the ventricles, running in fpi- 
ral lines from the tip to the bafe of the heart, (hews that the 
fyftolc of the heart is a mufcular conftriCtion, as a purfe is 
(hut by drawing the firings contrary ways. Ray. 

Why earth or fun diurnal ftages keep ? 

In fpira! tracts why through the zodiack creep ? Blackmore. 
1 he inteftina! tube affeCts a ftraight, inftcad of a fpiral cy- 
Hnder. Arbutbnot on Aliments. 

Spi'rally. adv. [from fpiral ] In a fpiral form. 

1 he fidet are compofed of two orders of fibres running cir- 
cularly or fpirally from bafe to tip. Rayon the Creation. 

Sri re. n.J. [fp.ra, Latin; fpira, Italian; fpira, Swcdilh.] 

• ■ A curve line ; any thing wreathed or contorted ; a curl; a 
twift; a wreath. 

His head 

Crefted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes ; 

With burnifh’J neck of verdant gold, ere<5t 
Amidl( his circlingyj>/w, that oil the grafs 
bloated redundant. Milton. 

A dragon’s fiery form belied the god. 

Sublime on radiant Jpires be rode. Dryden. 

Air Rems to conlilt of jpires contorted into fmall fpheres, 
through the intcrftices if which the particles of light may free¬ 
ly pals ;it is light, the folid fubftance of the Jpires being very 
Imcll in proportion to the (paces they take up. Cheyne. 

2 - Any thing growing up taper; a round pyramid, fo called per¬ 
haps becaufe a line drawn round and round in lefs and lefs 
circles, would be a fpire ; a ftceple. 

W ith glift’ringyjxm and pinnacles adorn’d. Milton. 

He cannot make one fpire of grafs more or lefs than he hath 
madc ’ Halt's Orig. of Mankind. 


S P ,1 

Thefe pointed fpires that wound the ambient fxy. 
Inglorious change ! fhall in deftruflion lie. I > tor. 

1. The*top or uppermoft point. 

*Twere no lefs than a traducement to Ulence, that 
Which to the fpire and top of praifes vouch’d, 

Wou’d feem but modeft. Sha/tefpe-re. 

To Spire, v. n. [from the noun.] 

1. To (hoot up pyramidically. . . . ..fl¬ 

it will grow to a great bignefs; but it is not fo apt to .pi -- 
up as the other forts, being more inclined to branch into 
arms Mortimer's Hujbundr • 

2. [Spiro, Latin.] To breathe. Not in ufe. Spojei. 

SPI'RIT. n.f [Jpiritus, Latin.] 

1. Breath ; wind in motion. 

All purges have in them a raw fp- r 't or wind, winch is 
the principal caufe of tenfion in the ftomach. Bacon. 

The balmy J'pirit of the weftern breeze. 

2. [Efprit, Fr.] An immaterial fubftance. 

Spirit is a fubftance wherein thinking, knowing, doubting, 
and a power of moving do fubfift. .• Locke. 

I (hall depend upon your conttant friendftiip; like the truit 
we have in benevolent fpirits, who, though wc never fee or 
hear them, we think are conftantly praying for us. ' Pope. 
She is a fpirit ; yet not like air, or wind; 

Nor like the fpirits about the heart, or brain ; 

Nor like thofe fpi its which alchymifts do find. 

When they in ev’ry thing feek gold in vain; 

For (he all natures under heav’n doth pafs. 

Being like thofe fpirits which God’s bright face do fee. 

Or like himfelf whofc image once (he was. 

Though now, alas ! (lie fcarce his (hadow be; 

For ol all forms (he holds the firft degree, 

That are to grofs material bodies knit; 

Y’et (he herfelf is bodylefs and free ; 

And though Confin'd is almoft infinite. Dav es. 

If we feclude fpace, there will remain in the world but 
matter and mind, or body and fpirit. Watts's Logitk. 

3. 'I he foul of man. 

The fpirit (hall return unto God that gave it. Bible. 

Look, who comes here ! a grave unto a foul. 

Holding th’ eternal fpirit ’gainft her will 

In the vile prifon of affli£ted breath. Sbakefpeare’s K. John. 

4. An apparition. 

They were terrified, and fuppofed that they had feen a fpi¬ 
rit. Luke xxiv. 37. 

Perhaps you might fee the image, and not the glafs; the 
former appearing like a fpirit in the air. Bacon. 

Whilft young, preferve his tender mind from all impref- 
fioris of fpirits and goblins in the dark. Locke. 

5. Temper; habitual difpofition of mind. 

He fits 

Upon their tongues a various fpirit, to rafe 
Quite out their native language. Milton. 

That peculiar law of chiiftianity which forbids revenge, no 
man can think it grievous who confiders the reftlels torment 
of a malicious and revengeful fpirit. Tillelfov.. 

Nor once difturb their heav’nly fpirits 
With Scapin’s cheats, or Crefu’s merits. Prior. 

6. Ardour; courage; elevation; vehemence of minJ. 

’Tis well blown, lads ; 

This morning, like the fpirit of a youth 
That means to be of note, begins betimes. Sh.,iefpeare. 
Farcwel the big war. 

The fpirit flirring drum, th’ ear piercing fife. Shakefpeare. 
Genius ; vigour of mind. 

More ample J'pirit than hitherto was wont. 

Here needs me, whiles the famous anceftors 
Of my moil dreaded fovereign I recount. 

By which all earthly princes (he doth far furmount. Fa. J^. 

To a mighty work thou goeft, O king. 

That equal fpirits and equal pow’rs (hall bring. Daniel. 

A wild Tartar, when he fpies 
A man that’s handfome, valiant, wife. 

If he can kill him, thinks t’ inherit 

His wit, his beauty, and his fpirit. Butler. 

The nobleft Jpirit or genius cannot deferve enough of man¬ 
kind, to pretend to the efteem of hcroick virtue. Temple. 
A perfcdl judge will read each work of wit, 

AV ith the fame Jpirit that its author writ: 

Survey the whole, nor feck flight fault to find. 

Where nature moves, and rapture warms the mind. Pope. 

8. Turn of mind ; power of mind moral or intellectual. 

You w;re us’d 

To fay extremity was the trier of fpirits, ’ 

7 hat common chances common men could bear. Sbakefp. 
1 afk but half thy mighty fpirit for me. Cowley. 

9. Intellectual powers diftinCt from the body. 

Thefe difeourfes made fo deep impreffion upon the mind 
and fpirit of the prince, whofe nature was inclined to adven¬ 
tures, that he was tranfported with the thought of it. Clarendon, 
injpmt perhaps he alfo faw 

Rich Mexico, the feat of Montezume. Milton. 

to. Sen- 
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